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and cultured man, wrote a beautiful hand, composed excellent
poems, and had a magnificent knowledge of astronomy."
Ibn al-Fuwati, p. 224. He is relatively one of the best known
Gaonim of the thirteenth century. See Poznanski, pp. 42—6,
where all the Hebrew material concerning him is collected. There
was no definite information, however, regarding the length
of his term of office. Al-Harizi found him already in office in 1221.
The knowledge of this Gaon's year of death (645/1247) does
at last provide a fixed point in his own chronology as well as in
that of the Baghdad Gaonate in general.
We also learn of an interesting incident which occurred during
his term of office.
"At the beginning of ^luharram (of the year 627/1228),
Muhyi ad-Din Abu 'Abdallah Muhammad b. Fabian sat in the
Dlwan of the Head Tax and demanded the head tax (*»_J?~)
from the ahl adh-Dhimrna. One of these stood before "him and
waited till his head tax had been weighed and a receipt given to
him. This was humiliating and they suffered greatly therefrom.
There was an Abu sAli b. al-Masihi, the chief of the physicians.
He enjoyed privileges and free access to the house of the Caliph.
He claimed that he was sick, excused himself (to the Dlwan),
and therefore applied to have his head tax paid by his son. That
was not permitted, and he appeared and paid it.
Once there came Ibn ash-Shuwaikh, the head of the Academy
of the Jews, to his house (Le. that of the chief of the Dlwan)
at nifffif, and requested him to receive his head tax from hrm
then. But the other would not accede, explaining, * It is unavoid-
able for you to come to the Dlwan by day and pay the head tax.'
He was very strict regarding this and would not satisfy any
wish."
Ibn al-Fuicati, p. 13. This anecdote relates how a Christian
notable and the Gaon, the head of the Jewish Academy, were
rebuffed with scant respect when they attempted to avoid
complying with the humiliating procedure accompanying the
payment of the head tax. It throws light on the political and
social standing of the representatives of the " ahl adh-Dhimma **,
including the Gaon, at that period. See as-Suli, Adab al-Ktcttab,
pp. 213-16, and FuTtrer durcJi die AussteUung PapyriLS Rainer,
Wien, 1894, p. 177.

